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Course Qutline

Introductory Weekend - ‘Fit for the Purpose’

Purpose of the Course

To be a member of Christ’s Church is to know that you are called by God. To be

a Christian disciple is best described as desiring to follow the unique shape and
purpose of that calling for the duration of your life here on earth. For some, that
may mean continuing to live out a Christ-centred witness in the secular world; for
others, it can involve pursuing a path towards full-time Christian ministry or perhaps
ordination.

March 27 - 29, 2009 - CITI, Braemor Park, Dublin

Jointly led by Christina Baxter, Principal of St. John’s College, Nottingham and Rev. Dr
Maurice Elliott, Director of the Church of Ireland Theological Institute.

A weekend to assist in Vocation Discernment and to introduce the course.

As an integral part of the new selection process for training in the C Module One - “Ministry and Mission in the Local Church’
the Foundation course is designed to enable you to explore your p

Christ The aim of this module is to introduce students to a theology of Christian ministry,

and within this framework of theology to help them consider both the mission
strategy of the Church today and their own place within it
Module at Level C (Certificate) - equivalent to 1st year undergraduate

It runs as a modular correspondence course for a full year and covers the key
areas of Ministry & Mission, Biblical Studies and Theology & Doctrine. The course is
facilitated by the Church of Ireland Theological Institute through a series of training -
days. It is assessed by St. John’s College, Nottingham and commences with an
introductory weekend which both introduces the course and helps students discern
their Christian vocation. This weekend takes place in Dublin. 4

Module Two - ‘Introduction to Biblical Studies’

The aim of this module is to introduce students to the background and content of
the Old and New Testament documents, to the critical questions raised by them, and
to their significance today.

Module at Level | (Intermediate) - equivalent to 2nd year undergraduate

The Foundation course has proved through its first cycle to be relevant engaging,
focussed and stimulating. If you are open to God, it will enable you to discover a
deeper level of insight for your Christian discipleship as well as a clearer sense of
God’s purpose for your life in him.

Module Three - ‘Exploring the Matrix of Christian Theology

im of this module is to enable students, in the light of their cultural context,
‘a}ly evaluate the Christian theological tradition and to creatively respond to
mporary challenges

Module aLEeveI H (Honours) equivalent to 3rd year undergraduate

Who can do the course?

; The 'Found'a_tion Course'is open to anyo'ne who wishes to deepen'their understanding
~ of the Chnstlan faith and who is keen 1n partlcular to test the issue of Chnstlan :
calllng : ;

‘There will be two day conferences du'ring the course. These will allow for theological
reﬂect|on on practlcal elements which are intrinsic to the new course, for the
burldmg up of frlendshlps and for assrstrng students in their studies.

Permlssmn to offer oneself as a candidate for selection into ordarhed mrnrstry, by

sponsorshrp of your Diocesan Blshop is conditional upon successful completlon of
~ this foundation year. The programme itself is therefore desrgned as a pr‘epara.tory i

-step towards_ beglnnrng the professronal Master of Theology degree 5 fs

‘Selectron School

'ThIS wrll take place in the Spnng of 2010 for admlssmn to the Masters in September
2010. Candrdates who have successfully completed ‘the Foundation Course and who
] have been put. forward by their Bishop will partlupate in a variety of tasks and
mterwews Candldates who are selected may then begtn therr studies the following
:‘_autumn stfbject to avallabrllty of places -

'The cost of the course will be €500. This represents about 30% of the cost, the rest
be|ng shared between Diocese and Central Church. We are keen for all to be freely
~able to test their vocation - and if thlS is an 1ssue please drscuss thls wrth your

--Dlocesan Dlrector of Ordlnands s i : - :
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